
 

 
 

Friday 8th May 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you are well and that your families are safe and have not been affected by the virus. We have 

had staff members who have lost family and if you have experienced loss or illness, everyone at the 

Academy sends you our love. If we can help in any way, please do get in touch as we might be able 

to access support for you and your family. 

Reopening of Schools 

There is much speculation within the media regarding the reopening of schools and we believe the 

Prime Minister will make an announcement about this on Sunday evening. It is unlikely that this will 

be a full reopening of schools and we believe that it will be phased return. This will mean some 

students will be educated in school whilst others learn through the Virtual Academy. It is vital that 

students log into their online learning as, even if we reopen, we will still need to deliver some work 

online. Once we have analysed the government’s instructions around opening schools, we will be in 

touch to explain how this will work in Manchester Academy. We can’t wait to see our students again 

but we also want to ensure that everyone at the Academy is safe. The way schools will work will 

change significantly due to the virus and students must expect to manage themselves differently 

once we reopen.  

Virtual Academy – online timetable 

We have seen more and more students logging into online lessons. Attendance in Maths and 

especially Science is strongly improving but we’re not seeing the same level of engagement in other 

subjects. Students will need to do well across eight subjects at GCSE so although English, Maths and 

Science are vital, attendance in other subjects is important. We have loaned out 30 Chromebook 

laptops this week, prioritising Y10 and we are awaiting another delivery of Chromebooks. Once the 

stock arrives, we will loan out the laptops to families who do not have a digital device at home or 

have several children at the Academy but only one device. We may not be able to meet the level of 

demand at the moment but we will try to secure as many devices as we can afford. 

 



   
 

 

Free School Meals 

Families should now be receiving the vouchers for Free School Meals. Sending the vouchers out via 

email is far more effective and faster so if you still haven’t provided us with your email address, I 

would ask that you update the school office immediately. Even when the pandemic finishes, we will 

continue to send out most information via email. 

Manchester Magic 

We launched our enrichment programme – Manchester Magic - this week with some celebrity 

endorsements. The idea behind Manchester Magic is to provide some fun activities, outside of the 

academic work we set for students in the Virtual Academy. Our PE team have recruited professional 

footballers and Olympic athletes to promote their challenges and we have also had some wonderful 

artwork sent in. Next week’s Manchester Magic will be delivered by Science and Technology. Please 

follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook and look out for our YouTube work to keep up to date 

with all our programmes. 

Stay safe, keep well and please watch out for updates next week, 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

 

Year 7 

This week we saw the launch of the Manchester Magic Enrichment Programme and I was delighted 

to see so many Year 7’s getting involved and having a go at the activities put on by our fabulous Art 

and PE departments. I have had some wonderful pieces of art sent to me by Year 7 students 

including: rainbows painted for the NHS, Teddy Bear designs for the John Lewis competition and 

some fabulous drawings created using technology such as iPads. This is lovely to see, and I am so 

pleased that students are seizing the opportunity to access an education beyond their online 

lessons.  

Mr Ahmed and I have been in school this week and we can now confirm that every Year 7 family has 

received a check-in call from a member of the team at Manchester Academy. It was so lovely to 

speak to parents and students on the phone and hear how they are doing.  

I continue to send my well wishes to families and hope they all continue to stay safe during this time. 

Thank you as always to parents for their support, kind words and care shown during these phone 

calls and I am thrilled that so many parents are supporting students with not only their online classes 

and enrichment activities, but encouraging them to do more all the time such as get out for walks or 

exercise, bake or make some arts and crafts at home!  



   
 

 

Please ensure you are regularly checking in with your children and asking them about their online 

learning. We have classes every day at 10:30am and 1:30pm which your children can access via 

Microsoft Teams. If you do encounter any issues, please check the school website for guides or do 

not hesitate to contact me via email and I will do my best to assist. I am striving for higher 

attendance every week from Year 7 and need your help in getting there!  

We also announced our first Home-learning Heroes this week and I was delighted to have so many 

nominations for students who are working and engaging consistently well, showing gratitude and 

maintaining enthusiasm! The winners for last week 27th April – 1st of May were: 

• Zohaib Tariq 

• Lindsy Banza 

• Silza Shah 

• Miriam Okumba 

• Mohamed Javed  

 

A big well done to these students who will all receive vouchers in the post! My inbox is already over-

flowing with nominations for students to win this week, so keep an eye out for my assembly on 

Monday to see who the winners are!  

I had the pleasure of dropping in on our Pathways students during their online lesson with Mrs 

Whitton this week and I felt immense pride to see the students working so hard and being so polite 

and considerate towards one another. With this, I would like to thank Mrs Whitton and the 

Pathways team for ensuring all our fabulous Pathways students have access to work, whether this is 

online or sent to them by mail!  

Last but not least, this week we celebrated Deaf Awareness Week and I posted lots of activities in 

my assembly related to this celebration! This week is particularly important to us as a school 

because we have a fantastic Hearing-Impaired Team who are recognised across Manchester as being 

brilliant in supporting our deaf and HI students. These staff and students are fabulous and a credit to 

themselves and the school, so thank you again to our wonderful HI team and shining HI students. 

Please enjoy the bank holiday weekend whilst continuing to follow the guidance from the 

Government and stay safe!  

Take care, 

Miss Tregelles. 

 

Year 8 

This week marks the start of Mental Health Awareness Month. In my assembly I have included a 

calendar for you to all try while we are in lockdown.  It is just some simple things that I’m sure many 

of you will do on a day to day basis.  

Well done to this week’s Year 8 home learning heroes. The five nominated students are all listed in 

my assembly. You will be receiving some vouchers through the post.  



   
 

 

Finally, it is really important to get into a regular daily routine. 

Every single one of you should be logging on every day to do some home school learning. You all 

been sent your timetables as to when your lessons are. Please log on and take part. 

Have a good week Y8, 

Mr Boyle. 

 

Year 9 

Dear Y9,  

It is safe to say that a lot of our Y9 students have now firmly established routines and are engaging 

well with our virtual learning programme along with our Manchester Magic enrichments. It is a 

pleasure to receive such positive emails and messages from our staff about how hard our students 

are working within their online lessons. As I have said before, this does not go unnoticed and parents 

and carers should be proud of the excellent standard of work these students are achieving.  

This week we saw the beginning of the Manchester Academy enrichment scheme – Manchester 

Magic. Each week two subjects within the academy will be producing fun activities for our pupils to 

participate with. This week, both the PE and Art department produced enrichments for our students. 

The response has been filled with students (and staff!) videoing their footballing skills for PE along 

with capturing their art skills and sharing them online. These enrichment activities will enable 

students to have fun whilst learning, along with boosting their wellbeing during the isolation period. 

Within the Y9 virtual assembly this week we launched our Home Learning Heroes project. As I stated 

earlier, students that engage with their online lessons have not gone unnoticed. Each week I will 

collect names of students that have provided excellent work and engaged well during their virtual 

lessons. I will then choose five names at random and they will receive a prize through the post! Our 

winners this week are –  

1. Aisha Mbodj 

2. Putri Aisyah 

3. Haven Ahmed 

4. Nuradin Osman 

5. Yousef Shanbour 

Congratulations to these students! Your prize has been sent to you.  

We also celebrate Deaf Awareness Week in this week’s assembly. This celebration is to raise 

awareness for people who obtain deafness through life. It also gives us an opportunity to pay tribute 

to our amazing hearing impaired students and the astonishing HI department at Manchester 

Academy. If your child would like to participate with celebrating Deaf Awareness Week, I have 

attached the BSL alphabet, school environment signs and a video in the assembly.  

We too see the return of the Y9 quiz which grants students the chance to win more prizes! There are 

five questions in this week’s quiz. Students will need to send their answers via email to me at 

ifan.thomas@manchester-academy.org to enter the prize draw. Good luck! 

mailto:ifan.thomas@manchester-academy.org


   
 

 

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas 

 

Year 10 

Good afternoon to all of you; hope you’re managing to enjoy the sunshine and staying safe at home. 

I have been absolutely inundated with praise for your children this week! Year 10 are clearly showing 

they are the leaders in terms of attendance and participation of the online Virtual Learning, and this 

is so wonderful to see. This makes me so proud and I am more eager than ever to be back together. 

As you are aware we are launching Home Learning Heroes and this means that the top five children 

in terms of learning and effort will be rewarded with a gift voucher through the post, which they can 

use to reward themselves for simply being amazing. This week’s winners are: 

• Emerich Poily 

• Alession Cocuzza 

• Rijja Khan 

• Hamza Farooqi 

• Sameer Yaqoob 

Well done to all of you! 

I have had too many names and nominations to count and mention as it would take up the entire 

newsletter but rest assured, every single nominee will be recognised and rewarded on our return. 

Please encourage your children to log on to their emails as I will email them all this week! I would 

like to make a special mention to Rafferty Fletcher who has been giving an incredible amount of 

effort at home and has been working tremendously! Well done Rafferty; keep it up! Another special 

mention goes to Chloe Taylor for her effort, resilience and communication with us during this time. 

Chloe has taken part in the PE challenge, completed lots of work and emailed us a lot to ask for even 

more work. Keep going Chlo! I am so proud of all the pupils I am having the privilege to lead; thank 

you all so much for supporting them and enabling me to do so.  

Every Tuesday I send an E-Assembly to your children. This week I have put a ‘read receipt’ on which 

shows me how many children are accessing this. I am disappointed that so far, I have less than 10 

pupils who have done so. Can you please make sure your children are reading this as there is vital 

information in there which I communicate with them? Thanks again for your support with this! 

We are now incredibly active on social media and we ask that children – and yourselves - access this 

whenever possible for daily updates with fun activities going on in school, videos from staff, 

assembly reminders and lots more! My weekly task for your children this week is to simply CHECK 

IN! Check in with their favourite teacher, myself, their form tutor or somebody from the KS4 team: 

we miss them and love hearing from them      

I have thanked you countless times today as you are all doing such an amazing job and working so 

hard to keep your children safe and I know how difficult this is. Keep going, stay safe and take care of 

one another.  



   
 

 

Love and very best wishes to you all,  

Mrs Henzell 

#TEAMHENZ 

 

Year 11 

As we head into the Bank Holiday weekend there are a few key messages that I would like to share 

with you.  

I would like to say a big thank you to all our dedicated staff and their departments who have worked 

tirelessly over recent weeks, to implement and execute a robust moderation process ahead of 

submitting grades to exam boards.  

In regard to college admissions, colleges and institutions have advised that due to the current 

working restrictions, admissions teams are working at a reduced capacity and therefore will take 

significantly longer to process. If your child is concerned about this process, then we would advise 

that they contact the college directly for further updates and information. 

The Manchester College- 0333 322 2444 

Connell College- 0161 232 9200 

Xaverian- 0161 224 1781 

Loreto- 0161 226 5156 

WHGS- 0161 226 2054 

Trafford College- 0161 886 7070 

Stockport College- 0161 296 5000 

 

If your child has applied for Connell College please read the information below carefully. 

We have sent an email on Wednesday this week (6th May) to ALL students who have a conditional 

offer to study with us. Students wishing to enrol at Connell MUST complete the process in the email, 

as this is a pre-enrolment requirement. 

We will assume that any students who do not complete the process by 12pm on Friday 15th May are 

no longer interested in Connell. 

If they have not received the email, but believe they should have, please email directly with their full 

name and date of birth.  

ellie.appelqvist@coopacademies.co.uk 

At the start of the week we launched Home Learning Heroes, students that have taken the steps and 

advice given each week via the virtual assemblies. We have also given guidance and support on 

mental health and continuing to signpost students to online resources and summer internships.   

mailto:ellie.appelqvist@coopacademies.co.uk


   
 

 

This week’s HLH nominations  

Faisal Ali      Mohammad Khan Kausar     Ali Rizvi    Laayla Ali      Miroslav Nochev 

On Monday, I will be taking some time to reach out to our year 11 families via telephone. In the 

meantime, enjoy the weekend, stay safe.  

Mr Clarke. 

 

 


